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Practice Areas

Asbestos
Business
Construction
General Liability
Housing Discrimination  
   Defense and Civil Rights 
Product Liability
Professional Liability

Admitted to Bar

California (1996)

U.S. District Court, Central 
District of California (2006)

U.S. District Court, Southern 
District of California (2000)

Education

University of the Pacific, 
McGeorge School of Law 
(J.D., 1996)

San Diego State University 
(B.A., 1993)

Robert J. Hatem
Shareholder, KLINEDINST PC

	 Robert J. Hatem is the Managing Shareholder of the Los Angeles office 
of Klinedinst PC. Mr. Hatem handles various high stakes matters, including 
products liability, environmental, professional liability and general liability in 
both state and federal courts. Robert has achieved notable success in numerous 
large and complex ‘bet the company’ matters. Recently he successfully resolved 
a class action suit, with potential damages in excess of $700 million, for signifi-
cantly less than $1 million.

	 Mr. Hatem’s most recent success involved his defense of a law firm and one 
of its named partners. The plaintiff had asserted numerous serious allegations 
and was seeking punitive damages. Robert successfully argued an anti-SLAPP 
motion, resulting in the dismissal of all claims and an award of all attorney’s fees 
and costs for his clients.

	 Active within the legal and business community, Mr. Hatem is a member 
of Vistage International, a chief executive leadership organization. He is also a 
member of Risk and Insurance Management Society, Inc. Mr. Hatem received 
his Juris Doctorate from the University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law 
in 1996. While attending McGeorge, he was honored in the Philip C. Jessup 
International Moot Court Competition and was awarded Dean’s List Honors. 
Robert was a member of the Phi Delta Phi legal fraternity, and interned at 
Region 21 of the National Labor Relations Board.

	 Robert obtained his Bachelor of Arts degree from San Diego State Uni-
versity, graduating in 1993 with Dean’s List Honors. During college, Robert 
interned with the San Diego District Attorney’s office.

Professional and Community Affiliations

State Bar of California

Los Angeles County Bar Association

San Diego County Bar Association

Risk and Insurance Management Society, Inc.

Vistage International 

Speaking Engagements

RCM Conference, Topic: “CCP 998: Rules of the Road”  
( July, 2010)

Vistage International, Topic: “Mapping the Road Ahead”  
(February, 2010)
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